Extensive dissection at the porta hepatis for biliary atresia.
Dissection at the porta hepatis is the crucial step in surgery for biliary atresia. The authors describe their procedure for extensively dissecting the porta hepatis. The technique is based on an anatomic cast corrosion of the human liver, and the portal vein serves as the landmark for dissection. Lateral dissection at the hepatic hilus is critical to the procedure. On the right side, the anterior portal branches are dissected to the bifurcation of the S5 and S7 segmental portal branches, over the bifurcation of the anterior and posterior portal branches. On the left side, the liver parenchyma, which bridges the umbilical point, is sectioned, and the left portal branch is dissected to the umbilical point over the pars transversalis and taped. The fibrous mass that lies within the confines of the portal branches, including the dorsal aspect, is transected completely. This procedure was performed in 16 infants; the jaundice cleared in 93.7%.